
Nearly all Rwandan schools are within 30km of the fiber network 

and covered by mobile broadband, but 1,796 schools (43%) remain 

without internet.
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“It is so important, especially right now, to generate new 
ideas for investing in our young people. Today’s young 
generation is the largest in history. We need them to be 
ready to learn, to work, and to prosper.”

PRESIDENT PAUL KAGAME

Rwanda
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

The primary goals of the Education Sector 
Strategy 2018-2024 include developing digital 
content aligned to the curriculum; increased 
ICT penetration and usage in education 
through smart classrooms; the development 
of ICT for education leadership and teacher 
training to improve teacher digital literacy. 

Empowering Learners through 
Curriculum Revision

The Ministry of Education’s (MINEDUC) 
SMART Classroom program aims to provide 
ICT devices, digital content and internet 
connectivity to primary and secondary 
schools. The Government of Rwanda is 
speeding up school electrification as a 
baseline for SMART Classrooms.

Transforming schools through the 
SMART classroom program

The Rwanda Information Society Authority 
(RISA) has prioritized working with domestic 
startups to build national capacity, as well as 
host locally. MINEDUC has an open-source e-
learning platform for K-12, as well as virtual 
interactive apps adapted from S. Africa, and is 
looking to support Rwanda’s growing 
entrepreneurial ecosystem to develop home-
grown solutions. 

Ecosystem Investment 
in DPGs

GIGA SUPPORTS GOVERNMENT PRIORITIES

The Government of Rwanda is investing in connectivity, classroom 
infrastructure, and digital content to empower learners with digital skills

*Data from Rwanda MINEDUC Statistics, 2019



From schools 
to communities

Giga can support the Government of Rwanda to leverage high 
levels of coverage to close connectivity gaps quickly and align 
with the existing SMART classrooms program. Some of Giga’s 
priority areas for collaboration in Rwanda include:

Using Giga mapping to identify 
school-level energy resources 
and internet connectivity needs 
and refine business cases for 
separate packages of investment

Empowering the local startup 
ecosystem to produce digital 
content and digital public goods 
for use across the region

Mobilizing concessionary 
investment to deploy last and 
middle-mile solutions to connect 
the remaining 1,796 schools
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Schools are often the centre of communities. Giga hopes to explore 
sustainable models to use the school as a hub to connect people in 
the local community. Through school and community connectivity, 
Giga can support the Government of Rwanda to meet its mission of 
establishing access to broadband connectivity as a basic utility and 
right for all Rwandans.
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